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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 
 

“Let Go and Let God!”        
 

For weeks leading up to Christmas, many of us get caught up in a festive mood, as indeed we 
should! We get out our Christmas ornaments and array our houses with bright reds and greens, and 
start playing Christmas albums. While our wives are busy shopping, and baking an assortment of 
holiday goodies from old family recipes, the husbands are wondering if they are doomed once again 
to receive yet another Christmas tie!  
 
And in spite of all our preparations; no matter how great our hopes and expectations may be, 
Christmas comes and goes much as in years past. Unfortunately for some people, Christmas can 
leave a bitter “aftertaste”. Like a child’s toy, promises are broken, memories are fleeting, and our 
dreams and aspirations are dashed against the rocks like the endless waves of the sea. In a word, 
the day after Christmas can be a real “let down”! 
 
But dear ones, it doesn’t have to be this way! The true meaning of Christmas can and should be 
expressed throughout this New Year. “And what is the true meaning of Christmas?” you ask. It marks 
a specific time and place in history when “God came to man as man!” And why did God come to us? 
He availed Himself to us, so that we might enjoy a meaningful relationship with Him! It is that simple; 
it is that profound!  
 
Scripture tells us, “Draw near to God so that He might draw near to you” [James 4:8; Zechariah 
1:3; Malachi 3:7]. This tells me that God wants to interact with me. He wants to engage me. So 
instead of feeling “let down”, why not simply try “to let go and let God”!  Let go of your inhibitions, 
nagging doubts and apprehensions; simply let go of your emotions, and anxieties. Get into the habit 
of having little visits with God. Talk to him; pray to Him … use words if you must, but always, yes 
always “with a language of the heart”.  
 
When you begin to converse with God on a regular basis, you’ll soon discover that Christmas comes 
not just once a year, but with each day of the year! Happy New Year one and all!           
 
Have a care, 
 
 
 
Pastor Cooper 
 

Operation Christmas  
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Finance Committee Report 

 
For the month of November our unrestricted 
contributions were $24,392.99 and our 
expenses were $30,700.81.  Contributions for 
the first three Sundays in December were 
$26,176.                 . 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance 
Fund totaled $310.00 for the month of 
November.  This fund is used for building and 
maintenance expenses and to cover 
emergency costs that may arise. 

 
Women’s Ministry 

 
Welcome, Ladies, to our 1st luncheon/program 
of 2013!!  The date is Thursday, January 17th 
at 11:30 a.m.  Our featured speaker, Sherylynn 
Laich is Founder and Executive Director of 
“UPTOHIM” Ministries and will be speaking on 
“The Joy of Vulnerability.”  
She defines this as “swinging on the trapeze of 
life with God.”  She demonstrates through 
Biblical personalities how God brings blessings 
to us and often moves us in new directions. 
Sherylynn is a life coach who is passionate 
about encouraging, exhorting and equipping 
individuals to live empowered lives. 
Beginning in January Sherylynn will be offering 
a variety of classes here at Grace Community 
Church and this will be an excellent time for 
you to meet her. 
The cost is $7.00 and the sign-up sheet is in 
the Resource Center. We look forward to 
having you join us for this special program and 
time of Christian Fellowship. 

 
Mission Month 

 
January will provide opportunities for us to 
learn more about mission individuals and 
organizations supported by GCC as follows: 
January 6 - Crisis Pregnancy Center; January 
13 - Prisoners of Hope; January 20 - Phoenix 
Rescue Mission; January 27 - Kaddie and 
Scott Coulson. 
All are encouraged to attend the 8:45 Bible 
Study hour on these dates and be motivated 
and informed. 

 

Dryheat Band Returns to GCC 
 

The Dryheat Band will be in concert here at 
Grace Community Church on Saturday, 
January 26th, 2013.  A variety of music will be 
performed including older hymns, gospel, 
bluegrass, folk and older popular music.  A fun 
time for all ages.  This annual event is hosted 
by the Community Outreach Ministry of Grace 
Community Church.  Everyone is welcome. 
Admission is free and Showtime is 7 PM. 
Doors will open at 6 PM 
 

Mission Report 
 

Scott and Kaddie Coulson were in Jerusalem 
when it was bombed by the Palestinians.  They 
were not close enough to be in danger, but 
experienced what the Israelis are feeling.  
They have attended several New Age 
Festivals, handing out Christian CD's and 
witnessing to many young people. They have 
also engaged with many locals which will 
develop later friendships. 
They travel on standby tickets (more 
economical) and if they have to wait for the 
next plane, they just think that there are people 
in the airport who need to hear about Jesus.  
Their energy and enthusiasm for the Lord is to 
be admired and encouraged. 
 
Submitted by Mary Alice Hering 
 

New address for Claire Modin 
 

845 N. El Dorado Drive, Gilbert, AZ 85233 
 

 
Happy New Year to All 

 
Let this New Year be the beginning of a new 
life…Let all blessed old things stay, but let 

the clutter of our heads and hearts be 
removed, that new inspirations and new 
affections may come in and gladden our 

lives. 
 

Chester Burge Emerson 
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Bible Study PLUS….. 

 
Has your desire for food become a frustration? 
Come and learn the missing link between a 
desire for healthy eating and the spiritual 
empowerment necessary to make that happen. 
God created us to crave so we'd desire more 
of Him in our lives. Many of us have misplaced 
that craving, overindulging in food instead of 
finding lasting spiritual satisfaction. If you are 
struggling with unhealthy eating habits, this 
study will equip you to 
 
       ▪   Break the "I'll start tomorrow diet cycle" 
           and get you started feeling good about 
           yourself today; 
       ▪   Stop beating yourself up over the 
           number on the scale and make peace  
           with your body; 
       ▪   Replace rationalizations that lead to 
           failure with Biblical and spiritual wisdom 
           that leads to victory; 
     ▪  Reach your healthy weight goals and 
           grow closer to God through the process. 
 
This is NOT the latest and greatest diet 
plan. It is NOT a diet at all. This is a Bible 
study to help you with the "want to" in how to 
make healthy lifestyle changes with support 
from scripture. 
 
There will be seven* 1.5 hour sessions led by 
Alana Mraz and held in her home (19784 N 
Los Altos Way, Sun City Grand) on 
Wednesday afternoons from 1-2:30 PM (see 
dates below). Cost for materials is $20. Please 
sign-up and prepay for materials in the 
Resource Room. 
 
Study Class Dates 
Wednesdays, January 9*, 16, 23, 30 
Wednesdays, February 6, 13, 20, 27 
 
* January 9th only for those taking the class for 
the first time 
 

Thank You! 
 

Carolyn and I would like to thank all of you 
once again for your continued prayer for us.  
Many of you began praying for my healing from 
throat cancer many years before you knew us 
personally.  Since that time God has performed  
 

 
miracle upon miracle in our lives; not only 
medically, but spiritually. 
Most recently, we traveled to the University of 
Alabama where a polyp was removed from the 
bottom of my esophagus.  Pathology returned 
a report reading “completely benign”.  Praise 
the Lord! 
We are thrilled to tell you that for the first time 
since 2007, the cancer in my body is in 
complete remission.  After multiple surgeries, 
including three this past year, my capacity for 
swallowing and speaking can only be attributed 
to God’s miraculous healing and restoring 
power. 
Thanks again for the wonderful outpouring of 
your love, prayers and support. 
 
In His Grip, 
 
David and Carolyn Craig 
 
January Birthdays 
 
01/02  Hal Delfosse 
01/03  Lori Fawcett 
01/04  Chris Drummond 
01/08  Barbara Penhallow  
01/08  Bettylou Swift  
01/09  Mary Merkel 
01/11  Bob Runkel  
01/12  Vicki Johnson 
01/12  Elaine Runkel 
01/19  Dave Cormany 
01/22  Eda Laurion 
01/29  John Winn  
01/30  Dave Bell  
01/30  Ken Fawcett 
01/30  Lee Visker  
01/31  Nan Fraser   
01/31  Bill Shiflet 
 
Happy Birthday to All! 
 
January Anniversaries 
 
01/15  Jack & Jean Moody 
01/17  Mike & Jan Baldridge 
01/25  Cooper & Sammie McWhirter 
 
Happy Anniversary! 


